Innovation Project Part 1
For our integration project, my group has decided to focus on the online communication page called My Big Campus. This is a website space provided to educators and their students to collaborate online. The possibilities seem endless with My Big Campus, and we are excited to learn more about it as well as how we can use it in the future when we have our own classrooms. The issue that we have found is that teachers have the resource available, yet do not know how to use it in their classroom or how to set it up with their students. This is what we will be focusing on in part 2 of the project. 
My personal exploration of My Big Campus started out on Pinterest. I have found that Pinterest has something on everything! I thought that it would be a perfect place to start. While looking around I found a pin titled “PD Opportunity - How to integrate Google Docs and My Big Campus.” Here is the link to the pin: http://www.mybigcampus.com/bundles/google-drive-mbc-pd---125496. I clicked on the link and found a compilation of instructional videos made by a High School teacher. She has short 5 minute videos that cover everything from setting up an account, to adding google docs for your class to see and collaborate on.  Since we use google docs in class frequently, I was particularly interested on combining it with My Big Campus. I watched her video and she made it look extremely simple. I am looking forward to part two so that I can begin to integrate the two sited.  
For part two of the innovation project, I am going to start working with my big campus. I have already created an account with My Big Campus, and it looks like all I have to do is begin to add my students just like on google. I then want to begin experimenting with putting assignments online for them to try at home, and then use class time to discuss and think critically about what the kids discovered. My campus, Orange Glen, is new to My Big Campus so they will be learning alongside me. 
Innovation Project Part 2
My innovation project took a slight turn when I switched school sites part way through the semester. I am now at a different school, but luckily they already were using My Big Campus. The students had all made accounts and my master teacher had a class page yet was not able to use it yet with the class. Instead of planning on educating myself and my class about My Big Campus, my goal changed to design a project incorporating the content these students’ were learning. The students that I am teaching now are in geometry and they were beginning to learn about volume and surface area. This project will be carried out at the end of the unit and I have not been able to implement this in the classroom. 
The creation of this project took a great deal of collaboration between my cooperating teacher and I because this project had to take the place of a review activity before the chapter test. We had to ensure that the students would be practicing all the skills they would need to use on the test. We decided to have the students go out and find objects around the campus to show them that the skills they were learning in class could transfer out into the world. This was an important connection for our students to make. We went back and forth on the materials that the students that were able to use. I at first proposed that we should not put any guidelines for the objects that the students found, but then quickly realized that then they would have to use alternate ways to find the volume and surface area. Even though this would be an important discovery, the students did not need these skills for the test, and we decided to only allow the students to use a ruler to ensure they would find objects they could use the skills they already knew to find the volume and surface area. 
I am hoping that by allowing students to use My Big Campus to collaborate virtually, they will be in conversation about the misconceptions that they had, and reflect with one another by explaining how they changed what they were doing or thinking to help them accurately use the skills they have to find the volume. My goal is to help students show their learning through virtual discussion as well as explore other group’s projects as well. Students can learn from others mistakes by reading through each other’s conversations as well on the class website on My Big Campus. Another goal that I have is for the conversations of students to continue on the page even after the project, and that it would act as a spring board for virtual collaboration about the academic content in class. This will help students to be engaged in the content both inside and outside of class.  
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